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would gather confidence from it; and so, looking forward, each saw that in no long time other influences would become powerful, and that a temporary disappearance from office was but the prelude to a period of power.
But neither personal liking nor faith in the future prevented De Foe, when his patron retired from office in 1708, from continuing to serve Godolphin; for neither he nor Harley had the least sentiment about their relations. De Foe has told how Harley, "in the most engaging terms," allowed him to offer his services to the Lord Treasurer, whom hitherto he had only served through the intervention of Harley. The incident illustrates the absence of bitterness in Harley's nature. He had been accused by Godolphin of ingratitude and treachery, and through his influence he had been compelled to resign his office. But he did not hesitate for a moment to approve the continuance of the ablest journalist of the time in the service of his opponent Nor, though during the intervening years of opposition De Foe had been of great service to Godolphin, did Harley in 1710, when he reached that supreme position to which De Foe had looked forward, refuse again to employ him. Nothing could be more plausible or more in keeping with his character than the letter which De Foe wrote at that time to Harley.